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OBITUARIES 


Hanes Sr. 
Dies; Mayor, 
pay s Attorney ' 

: •' Associated Press 

«T 

‘ * BIRMINGHAM — Former mayor 
Art Hanes Sr., 80, a lawyer who defend- 
ed Ku Khix Klansmen in two infamous 
killings and brieOy represented James 
died May 8 at his home. The 
canse^^th was not disclosed. 

• In 1%2, a year after he was elected 
tnayor of Birmingham, Mr. Hanes or- 
^ dei^ the ck»ing of aU dty parks afte^ 

* federal judge ruled that the dt/s public 
se;gregatioii laws were unconstitutional. 
Letting blacks in would hasten integra- 
txxi of schools, Mr. Hanes sakL The 
parks eventually were reopened. 

He served a single term as mayor on 
a tfaree^nember City Commission that 
included Public Safety Commissioner 
Eugem "Bull” Conner, who gained na.- 
tionwide notoriety for using fire hoses 
and police dogs against blacks during 
dvil rights marches. 

Mr. Hanes was Ra/s first attorney 


after his arrest in the slaying of the 
*Rfev. Martin Luther King Jr. On the day 
Ra/s trial was supposed to begin in No* 
'verober 1%8, Ray fired Mr. Hanes and 
■hired Texas lawyer Percy Foreman, in 
what ofBdals b^eved to be a stalling 
nactic. , 

^ Four months later, Ray confessed to 
the slaying and was sentenced to 99 
years in prison. He recanted almost im- 
mutely and has been trying to get a 
trial ever since. 

Earlier in his legal career, Mr. Hanes 
had suooesduDy defended two Klansmen 
charge^ with killing dvil rights volunteer 
. Viol^ G. Liu 2 Z 0 near Selma in 1965. 

; ; Hanes, aicted by his son, also rep- 
rented Klansman Robert Chambli^, 
'•VvfiDNm convicted ci the 1963 bombing 
oT^ Socteenth Street Baptist Church, 
kj four black girls di^ Chambliss 
d^ )n fxison in 1985. 
v-'t)iespite his repeated defense of 
'supremacists, Mr. Hanes said he 
racist. 

Fve never known a man who 
IKlansman. I've never associated 
wm 'tiie group. I merely acted as an at- 
tonisy for men who were alleged to be 
IQahdndi," he said in a 1979 interview. 

'FfoW^v^, in 1963, Mr. Hanes was 
as saying, "Any way you look at 
^ white race is superior to the 
black race.” 

, SurvmHs indude two sons and a sis- 
ter. 



